
TEORPE A. WADDrNcrrart
ATTORNry AT LA\^/

DELTA, lJTA.t..|. e4624

January 9, 1975

ltr. Dee Hansen
Utah State Engineen
442 State Capitol
Salt lake City, UT 84114

Re: Sevier Reservoin Adninistnation

Dear }6r. Hansen:

As you lcrcw, the irnigation companies that I represent have had
a problem in obtaining the necords necessarS/ to intelligently anti-
cipa.te and plan waten deliveries to the cor^porate stocl,fiolders of thre
companies I represent. The problem has been limited to the obtaining
of reconds from the Sevier River Cormnissionen administering the upper
Zone. The problem has been contirrual for rnany years, but in the last
few yea-ns Lras been of critical concern.

T have discussed this pncblem venbal]y, on IIEny occasions, wiflr
you and your pnedecessor in office, as well as with rembers of youn
itaff whlch hrave responsibility for such natters. Considerable tjme
tlas elapsed, however, since the concern of the companies ttrat I re-
present has been reduced to writing. Our past complaints have not
gone entirely urrnoticed and I acl.rrowledge that your office, from ti-ne
to tj:re intenvened in an attenpt to obtain the records r^eferred to.
I have now been nequested to voice the concern of the comlnnies that I
nepresent in the strongest possible way. The balance of tfris letter
hai refer"ence to a specific critical problem, but my comnents are in-
tended to nefer to the faih:re, in pa.st years, of Conrnissioner Bruce
Whited to furnish the records necessany to conplete the Sevier Riven
Annual- Reports on time and his nepeated failunes to nnke available,
in a regula:r and timely fashion, inforrnation sirnilar to that which is
the subject natter of this letrer.

Ttre officers and employees of the irrigation companies that I
represent are attempting to anticipate and plan for distribution of
water to the stoc],trol-dens of the companies for the corning irrigation
season. In orden to do so, it is necessary that Comnissioner lr'lhited
furnish the irrrigation companies with flre fotlcx^ring inforrnation:

1. An accounting of the hol-d oven storage credits in thre tJppen

Zone renaining at the end of the 1973-74 irrigation season, i.e. in
Piute Reservoir and Otter Creek Reservoin.

2. VJhether or not Conrnissioner l{Lr-ited administered the storage
of water in Piute Reservoin and Otter Creek Reservoir during the
1973-1974 irrigation season, so as to result in an exchange between
such two reservoins and if so, the details concerning such exchange.
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3. Tfre 1972 and 1973 Sevier River Anmra1 Reponts show hold oven
stonage credits in the Upper Zone to be in excess of the physical water
available in Piute Reserwoin and Otter: Cbeek Reservoi:r.' An accounting
of the procedr:re used in ttctJringtt such deficits is necessalT/.

It is obvious that ttre requested inforrnation is necessar5/ so that
a computation can be made shol,ring the amor:nt of physical water which
would tnve been in Piute Resenvoin if an exchange w-ith Otfen Creek
Reservoj-n had not been nade. This computation is necessar5/ so that
it can be deter:rnined when and in vfrat anpunts, if aly, water should be
neleased from Piute Reservoin to Sevier Bridge Reservoir jl orden to
prrcperly adnrinister the waters irr conforrnity witJ: the respective rigfrts
of the users as set forth in the Cox Decree.

It is my r:ndenst 1ker, sevier Riven conrnis-
sione:: fon ttre lowen sted Ih. Wtr-ited to furnish
such inforrnation and far failed to conply wittr
such requests.

Please consider this lettel: as an r:.:rgent request that you contact
1fo. Vthited a1d dernand thrat such inforrnation be i-rnediately furnished
to }fo. Rogen Walken on in the al-ternative that he e>cplain to you why

he is trn-bte to do so. Unless thds particular problem and the continual
pr:oblens refenred to in this letter can be satisfactorily nesolved on
and administrative level, my clients will have no alternative otJ:sr thart
the seeking of relief in a judicial proceeding.

Aftorney fon Abraham Imigation
Company, Desenet fmigation Company'
Melville lrrigation Comoany, Delta
Canal Compaay and Central Utah Water
Conpany, doing business as Consoli-
dated Sevier Bridge Reservoir Co.
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.Ianuarry 8, 1975

lft'. Dee Hansen
Utatr State Engineen
442 State Capitol
Salt l,ake City, UI 84114

Re: Sevien Riven Distribution

Dear I'h. lLansen:

Please be advised and take notice of ttre foll-or^ring facts:

1. Thrat ttre present gauge height on Gr:nnison Bend Reservoin
is 6.00t and the quantity of water stored therein is 1'250 acre
feet.

2. The crcnductivity of the waten so stored in Gunnison Bend

Resenroir is 31400 micromhos pen centimeter.

3. Ihat ttre naximtrn qtnntity of waten that can be safety stored
in Gr:nn-ison Bend Reservoir is 31500 aee feet'

4. Tlrat the conductivity of the water pr"esently stored in
D.M.A.D. Reservoin is 2 1000 micronLros pen centi-neter'

5. That the presenr unused capacity of D.M.A.D. Resenvoin is
approxi-mately 21250 aee feet.

6. Ttrat the pnesent rnake of the Sevier River befow Sevier
Bridge Reservoir is 50 c.f .s. per day.

7. That is PresentlY unable' be-
cause nepa-irs being rnade, to dive:t waten
into Fool CVe not be able to do so r'rntil at
Ieast Febn:arY 1' 1975.

8. That D.M.A.D. Reservoir will be fiIled to capacity by Feb-

ruarry 1, 1975.

9. That thene is presently no physicat facility fon by-pa.ssing
D.M.A.D. Resenvojr and biverting watLra f:rom the D.M.A'D' we1ls dir-
ectly into Gunn-ison Bend Resdrvoi:r, i.e. to enable well water to be

nixea with stored waten to obtai11 a conposite quality suitable fon
irnigation.
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10. That it is not possible to mix sufficient waten from D.M.A.D.
with the water in Guirrrison Bend Reservoir to cause ttre resulting water
to be of a quality suitall-e fon irrigation. Of course, the neason
this is not possible is because of thre limited capa.city available in
Gunnison Bend Reservoir and the relative conductivity of tJ:e water in
the two reservoins.

Aften fuII consideration of the foregoing facts, it has been
deterrnined that it is both necessary and desirable that the drain
waten in Gururison Bend Resenvoir be released into the natr,:ral channel
of the Sevier: Riven and allowed to flcn^r dov.rn stream. This decision
has been reached after ful-l- consultation by tJ:re officers and dinectors
of the Abnaham lrrrigation Company and the Desenet frnigation Company

with lft.. Rogen Walken, the Lower Sevier River Conrnissioner. Ih. Walker
has occasionally tested the qualiW of the waten in the two neservoirs
refemed to and in the niver and is lrrcr^rledgeable conceming both the
facts and, of course, the operation of the niven below Sevien Bridge
Reservoir.

It is also noted that waten woul-d probably have to be released
fr"om Gumnison Bend Reservoin, without regard to the quality problem,
in this par:ticular year because of ltre additiornl waten accruing by
reason of ttre inability of Cenbral Utah Water Conrpany to divent into
FooI Cneek Reservoir.

The officens, di:rectors and stoc]drolders of the irr:igation coIIF
panies thrat I represent are exLremely sensitive to cniticism frnm
other useus on the Sevier Riven whenever: water is refeased from Gunni-
son Bend Reservojr for any reason. Accordingly, T request thrat you
and youn staff take whatever action you deern necessary to ched< tJ-e

facts as set fonth in this letten. I would appneciate your PmmPt
ac]<nowledgement of th-is letter, togethen with whatever connents you

car:e to neke.

Attorney for Abralram Irnigation Conr
pany and Deseret Irnigation Company
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